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The Petaluma Art & Garden Festival unites the senses
Summer is all about being outdoors and The Petaluma Art & Garden Festival offers a chance to experience the beauty of nature merged with the finest arts, music, wine, food, music and microbrews all in one delightful and relaxing setting in downtown Petaluma. This is the ninth year the annual event has been held to raise funds for downtown beautification.  The family event is set for Sunday, July 11 from 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. on Kentucky and Fourth streets. Admission is free and offers more than 100 booths with home and garden specialties. 
Eco-friendly and sustainable options are highlighted with participants such as North Coast Native Nursery, Farm Fresh to You and Tara Firma Farms. Many of the vendors use old materials to create new pieces and sell all natural products or utilize solar and green practices at their businesses. 
The featured vendor for 2010 is Momiji Nursery, specializing in Japanese maples. Family-owned and operated, they have been in business since 1979. The Japanese maples will be showcased in the “A” Street Parking lot. Come and discover the beautiful and vigorous trees, covering a range of leaf color and structure. The nursery offers more than 250 cultivars.

Shoppers looking for items for their gardens and homes that are creative, unique and fun won’t be disappointed as there is everything to choose from outdoor décor to fresh vegetables and plants. The Petaluma Garden Club will also be on hand to answer gardening questions.
Fun for the wee ones

Keeping the kids entertained while shopping and perusing the booths is easy. Although the children’s corner has the typical jumpy castle and slide, the kids’ section offers so much more, with hands-on activities such as seed planting and crafts.  There is a balloon artist, henna tattoos and face painting.  Get acquainted with snakes at the interactive reptile display. The Children’s Museum of Sonoma County will have a hands-on educational display. Dusty’s Puppets will entertain with puppet shows and also sell some of its puppets.  Vendors with kid-oriented merchandise will be hand. Moon path Designs will offer funky eco-friendly kids clothing. Hairloom Blooms has girls’ hair bands and other accessories. Barefoot Books offers storytelling and a wide range of children’s books. Kids dress up and fantasy is answered at The Princess Rose. 
Musical mania
The high caliber of the musical acts has become a big draw for the festival. Music lovers come to dance to some of the most renowned Bay Area and local musicians and hang out all afternoon. The fun begins at 11 a.m. with local performers Randy and the Special Agents, offering blues at its best that are “raw, powerful and just plain fun,” explains vocalist Ann Moreno.  Other band members include: Sal Moreno, vocals and harmonica; Nick Bondoc, guitar; Randy Benefield, drums; Nick Ryan, vocals and guitar; Will Staruck, tenor sax; and Derya Ataker, guitar.  
There isn’t much introduction needed for Hillside Fire, who hits the stage at noon. This local rock group has been setting Petaluma and other communities literally on fire. Their fan base continues to grow. The group includes singer Sebastian Nau with Travis James, Taylor James and Shane Schlick.  Originally named Inner Course, the band changed its name “because we were trying to bring fire into people’s lives,” Nau says. The group excels at writing songs with a familiar pop-rock sound, but with utter originality, he adds. Hillside Fire’s influences include the Beatles, the Grateful Dead and Jimmy Hendirx, but there is a definite Santana-esque percussion in the tune “Designed for This.” Don’t miss seeing Hillside Fire.

Speaking of Santana, lovers of that band won’t want to miss a repeat performance of Zebop! from 1:30 to 3:15 p.m. Last year the seven musicians rocked downtown Petaluma and crowds gathered in all directions to be blown away by their unbelievable talent. The band was named for the Santana album of the same name and has been entertaining since 2005.  Guitarist Antonio Marquez was the genius behind the group who visualized a tribute band honoring the music of Carlos Santana.  Santana fans have discovered Zebop! and flock to dance and sway to these musicians including: percussionist Ernesto Angulo, drummer Arturo Padilla, conguero Luis Enrique (Qique) Sandoval, vocalist Alfredo Eduardo Lazo, keyboardist Dave Pierce, and bass player Chris Hartje. 
Zebop! is followed by Zoo Station – The Complete U2 Experience.  Zoo Station have been recreating the magic of U2’s live show for eight years and have a repertoire of more than 150 U2 songs. Complete with props, costumes, an U2-style multimedia backdrop and lookalike band members, the band’s attention to detail and love of the music has earned them a loyal following of casual and hardcore U2 fans alike. To say lead singer Bonalmost looks and sounds like Bono is an understatement and it can be hard to spot the difference as Zoo Station tears through fan favorites from “I Will Follow” to “Vertigo.” Rounding out the line-up are Adamesque on bass, Barely Larry on drums and The Sledge who recreates The Edge’s signature guitar sound.  U2 fans who are disappointed at the recent postponement of the U2 tour can get their fix with this tribute band who has played stages in Vegas, Tahoe and all over the state.  They will take the stage at 3:30 p.m.
Sample foods, local ales and fine wine
Food and beer tasting tickets discount packets will be sold for $25 including a commemorative wine or ale glass designed with the festival’s artwork for 2010 featuring exotic peach and red poppies designed by local artist Lisa Krieshok. An individual wine or ale glass can be purchased for $5 and individual tickets for $1.50 each. Participating wineries include: Petaluma Market Wines including Balletto Vineyards, Corda Winery, Adobe Road Winery, Rodney Strong Winery, Harvest Moon Winery, B.R. Cohn, Reynoso Family Vineyards, and Clevage Creek Cellars.  Petaluma-based Lagunitas IPA will be pouring a sampling of their ales.

Local restaurants will offer a variety of menu items and tastings. Bert’s Desserts will serve handmade award-winning peanut butter cups and cream truffles as well as chocolate covered Oreo cookies. Brixx will have its gourmet thin-crust pizza and Tres Hombres will serve tacos. Pulled pork sliders will be provided by Cordoza’s Deli. Jerome’s BBQ will be serving barbecued chicken, pulled pork sandwiches and cole slaw. Other participating restaurants include: Preferred Sonoma Caterers, Taps Restaurant and Maguire’s Irish Pub.  

The Petaluma Art & Garden Festival offers a treat for all of the senses, from the excellent caliber of the food and wines from local restaurants and vineyards to the unbeatable free entertainment and the high-end selection of home and garden decorations. Don’t miss this year’s event, which promises to be bigger and better than ever.

For more information, call 707-762-9348, find us on Facebook or go to www.petalumadowntown.com.
Calendar Item:

Ninth Annual Petaluma Art & Garden Festival

Sunday, July 11, 11 a.m. to 5 p.m.

Downtown Petaluma, Kentucky and Fourth streets

Free admission

Garden specialists, arts and crafts, children’s corner

Great bands with Santana tribute Zebop!, Hillside Fire, U2 tribute Zoo Station and Randy & the Special Agents
Information: 707/762-9348 or www.petalumadowntown.com (Find us on Facebook)
